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persons on those who presume to disobey. International
Law is, however, provided with such sanctions as regards
some of its rules, while others depend for their coercive
force on nothing but the general opinion of rulers and
peoples, and the probability that nations which disobey
them will suffer some undefined evil from some state or
states not capable of being pointed out beforehand.

Here we have the rough outlines of a definition and
classification of Law more in accordance with the facts of
modern life in progressive Western societies than is the
definition and classification of Austin. In our.definition
we substitute the notion of order for that of force; and
having by this means included among human laws many
rules of conduct which Austin excludes, we divide them
into classes according to the nature of the authority from
which they proceed, arranging them in the order of the
strength of their sanctions. The sanction, which is the
all-important element in the current theories of law, is
relegated in ours to a subordinate position, the great
question with us being not, Who can enforce a given
precept ? but, Does it regulate human conduct ? Etymo-
logy, as well as convenience, is in favour of the change;
for there can be no doubt that the root-meaning of the
English word law is, that which lies in due order1, just
as the Latin jus, in its sense of law, signifies " what is
fitting, orderly and regular2."

An innovation such as we have just proposed, is not
likely to pass without criticism; and it may lead to a
clearer appreciation of the real points at issue, if we
restate with a view to possible objections, the conclusions

1  Skeat, Etymological Dictionary, Art. Law.

2  Clark, Practical Jurisprudence, p. 21.